
Wildlife Wong and the Pygmy Elephant

By Dr Sarah Pye

Australian author (and avid traveller) Sarah Pye met Malaysian Dr 
Wong Siew Te in 2012. She asked what she could do to help him 
save the rainforest. He replied, “do what you do best”. Those five 
powerful words sparked a Doctor of Creative Arts degree, an enduring 
friendship, and many adventures.

Pygmy means ‘small’, but pygmy elephants are 
the largest mammals in Borneo, and they can be 
very dangerous. When Wildlife Wong is tracking 
bears in the rainforest, he tries his best to avoid 
them. He isn’t always successful. In this story, 
curious elephants take their own photos with his 
camera traps, an angry male chases him down 
the road, and a family of elephants sit on his car in 
the middle of the night!  

So, what will Wong do when a lonely baby 
elephant walks across the road in front of him?

Find out inside!

After the story, learn interesting facts about pygmy 
elephants and their rainforest home, then conduct 
experiments and become a scientist just like 
Wildlife Wong!
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“The elephant is my favourite animal 

and I have learnt so many new facts 

about them. I really am glad that 

there are people like Wildlife Wong 

looking out for the elephants!”

Joe, age 10

“Wildlife Wong and the Pygmy Elephant is an education-

al book (but not boring) that’s easy and fun to read. 

It explains the bigger words to kids who may not 

understand them and includes cool experiments.”

Zoe, age 13 “This book is  very facinating. I think that kids and adults would  love to read this book.”Lakeesha, age 10


